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Agenda

• WikiWiki presentation
– Definition
– How does it work?
– Syntax

• Blog presentation
– Definition
– How does it work?
– RSS and Blogs

• Practical exercises
– Installation of a blog on hecshost.unil.ch
– Publication of the first deliverable
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Definition of Wiki

A wiki is a type of website that allows 
anyone visiting the site to add, remove, 
or otherwise edit all content, quickly 
and easily, often without the need for 
registration. This ease of interaction and 
operation – a Web page on a personal 
computer – makes a wiki an effective tool 
for collaborative group sites.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki
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Who's doing it?

The first wikis appeared in the mid-1990s. Scientists 
and engineers used them to create dynamic knowledge 
bases. Wiki content – contributed « on the fly » by 
subject-matter specialists
– could be immediately
(and widely) viewed and
commented on. One of
the most commonly used
wikis is Wikipedia, an
online, editable
encyclopedia.

http://www.educause.edu/LibraryDetailPage/666?ID=ELI7004

First wiki on the Web: http://www.c2.com/cgi/wiki
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How many entries in english are on 
Wikipedia?
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84
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97
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78

25% 25%25%25%
1. 1,128,341

2. 1,489,217

3. 1,689,384

4. 1,971,478
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How does it work?

• A wiki is a combination of a CGI script and a 
collection of plain texts stored in a database that 
allows users to create Web pages « on the fly ».

• When you request a wiki page, the script gathers the 
corresponding text file, changes its marked-up text 
into HTML, turns user-selected words into hyperlinks, 
insert this information
into a page template,
and sends the result
to your browser.

http://www.educause.edu/LibraryDetailPage/666?ID=ELI7004
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Why is it significant

Wikis are generally designed with the philosophy of 
making it easy to correct mistakes, rather than making 
it difficult to make them. Thus while wikis are very 
open, they provide a means to verify the validity of 
recent additions to the body of pages. The most 
prominent, on almost every wiki, is the
"Recent Changes" page—a specific list
numbering recent edits, or a list of all
the edits made within a given timeframe.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki
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What are the downsides?

The open philosophy of most
wikis—of allowing anyone to
edit content—does not ensure
that editors are well intentioned.

Wiki vandalism is a constant
problem for wikis, though some
sources with little relevant
experience with wikis tend to exaggerate the danger of 
vandalism. Studies from IBM claim that most vandalism 
to Wikipedia is reverted in 5 minutes or less.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki
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MediaWiki Syntax

=Syntaxe de MediaWiki=
==Titre 2==
===Titre 3===
'''Gras'''
''Italique''
[[lien interne]]
[http://www.hec.unil.ch Site de Cédric]
# numérotation
## à niveaux
# suite...
* liste à puce
** à niveaux
* suite...
Une ligne:
----
:Indentation
::à niveaux

http://hecshost.unil.ch/bisa/mediawiki/
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Definition of blog

A blog (or weblog) is a website in which 
items, such as personal commentary and links 
are posted chronologically and displayed with 
the newest at the top.

Adapted from Wikipedia
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How many blogs are created every day?
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K

 10
0K

 20
0K

25% 25%25%25%
1. 10K

2. 50K

3. 100K

4. 200K
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The State of the Blogosphere
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How many days are needed to double 
the Blogosphere?

 48
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25% 25%25%25%
1. 48 days

2. 170 days

3. 205 days

4. 235 days
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Doubling the Blogosphere
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How does it work?

• Bloggers:
– Enter posts into a blogging application
– Add formatting or hyperlinks
– Save the posts

• Visitors:
– Read postings
– Submit comments
– Find blog entries by dates
– Find blog entries by categories (not always available)
– Search the site by keywords
– Allowed to subscribe using RSS feed

Adapted from Educause
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How many posts are published per day?

 75
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 1.
3 M
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25% 25%25%25%
1. 750 K

2. 1.3 Mio

3. 1.7 Mio

4. 2.3 Mio
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Daily posting volume
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Popular Blog Websites

• Blogger (http://www.blogger.com/ by Google)

• Wordpress (http://wordpress.com/)

• TypePad (http://www.typepad.com/)

• MySpace (http://www.myspace.com/)

• ...
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General benefits

• Simplicity
– Very little technical skills needed

• Availability
– Web interface for content input

• Collaborative
– Comments
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RSS with Blogs

• Facilitate syndication (website, blog)

• Make blog content accessible through newsreaders

• Help readers to track changes on blogs

• Provide summary of blog content with links to the full 
content
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Advanced features
• TrackBack

– It is a remote commenting system between blogs. This is used when 
an individual reads an entry in someone's blog and chooses to write 
about that entry in his or her own blog. When TrackBack is used, a 
ping will be sent to the originator of the post, so he or she will know 
who blogged about his or her blog entry. 
(http://weblogs.about.com/cs/blogsglossary/g/trackback.htm)

• Ping
– Pinging is known to bloggers as a way to let a weblog notification 

service, registry, or other weblogs know that additions or changes 
have been made to one's weblog 
(http://weblogs.about.com/od/weblogs101/f/howtosendping.htm)

• Search
– Technorati.com (search by keywords and tags)
– blog.google.com
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Benefits for your project

• Help to chronologically track the evolution of your 
project

• Classification:
– By dates (automatic)
– By categories (manual)

• Easy to update and maintain the website

• Get feedback and comments from others

• Customized template (look)

• Offer a RSS feed to potential readers (track 
modification)
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How many posts per month are needed 
to be part of the top 4000 bloggers?

 18
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 25
 po
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sts

20% 20% 20%20%20%
1. 18 posts

2. 25 posts

3. 53 posts

4. 69 posts

5. 74 posts
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The Medium Matures
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Creating a new blog (I)

http://hecshost.unil.ch/
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Creating a new blog (II)
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Creating a new blog (III)

33
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Creating a new blog (IV)
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Creating a new blog (V)
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Creating a new blog (VI)
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Blogging Tools

• Palm/Windows CE based blogging
– http://www.dentedreality.com.au/avantblog/ (palm/ce)

• Desktop blogging client
– http://www.larryborsato.com/bleezer/ (win/mac/unix)
– http://ecto.kung-foo.tv/ (mac/win)

• Firefox extensions
– http://blog.warmbrain.com/justblogit/
– http://performancing.com/


